
24 November 2021

RE: Confirmation of Right of Individual to Nominate the International 
Charter for Compassion for the Zayad Award

To the Committee:

This letter is written to acknowledge that Marilyn Turkovich is the 
Executive Director of the International Charter for Compassion and has the 
right granted to her by the Charter’s Board of Trustees and authority to 
nominate the International Charter for Compassion for the Zayed Award 
for Human Fraternity. The Charter for Compassion was conceived as an 
idea by the British theologian Karen Armstrong as a plea for humanity to 
“make compassion a clear, luminous and dynamic force in our polarized 
world. Rooted in a principled determination to transcend selfishness, 
compassion can break down political, dogmatic, ideological and religious 
boundaries. Born of our deep interdependence, compassion is essential to 
human relationships and to a fulfilled humanity. It is the path to 
enlightenment, and indispensable to the creation of a just economy and a 
peaceful global community.”


Launched in 2009 at the United Nations, the Charter for Compassion has a 
two-fold mission: 1) to work with grassroots organizers in communities 
across the world who in turn work with local governments to assure that 
compassion is at the core of policy and the delivery of services, meeting 
the needs of citizens and involving people to extend compassionate action 
to one another; and 2) to foster the teaching, training and cultivation of 
compassion. We recognize that compassion can be taught, trained, and 
cultivated. There are extensive resources from both ancient traditions and 
current science and practice that guide us in developing more 
compassionate souls throughout the life span. 


Now in its eleventh year of operation, the Charter for Compassion has over 
450 initiatives, in 54 countries, on six continents and facilitates interaction 
with close to 3000 partners who work in communion locally and are 
prepared to help nationally and internationally when crises demands 
action. 


The Dalai Lama has stated that the Charter for Compassion is one of the 
most important movements happening in the world today and twice the 
USA Council of Mayors has voted to endorse the Compassionate Cities 
Initiatives as being imperative to collaboration between city council and 
citizens. As anthropologist Margaret Mead articulated, “Never doubt that a 
small group of thoughtful committed individuals can change the 
world. In fact, it's the only thing that ever has,” the Charter for 
Compassion is working to bring Mead’s declaration to fruition. From 
Compassionate Karachi to Cape Town, from Seattle to Monterrey, Mexico, 



2
citizens are feeding the hungry, repairing homes and finding homes for 
families, confronting issues of racism and environmental injustice. We are on 
the tipping point of the survival of our earth, but as significant we are drifting 
away from our common humanity, fraternity and loving our neighbor as 
ourselves.  Each of the four criteria of the Zayed Award are at the heart, 
practice and educational sharing of the Charter for Compassion.


We hope that the nomination by our Executive Director, Marilyn Turkovich, 
who has led our vision to create a world in which the darkness of suffering is 
healed by the light of compassionate action; in which children and adults are 
literate and skilled in the transformative nature and power of compassion; 
and in which we treat ourselves, each other, and the natural world with 
dignity and respect, manifesting the Golden Rule in all relationships, is 
accepted as being noteworthy for your consideration.


With respect and appreciation,


Cristina Gonzalez, Chair

Board of Trustees

International Charter for Compassion


