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TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN 

 

When my husband, Nelson Mandela, stepped down from office as the first president of a democratic South 

Africa in 1999, very quickly he set up the Nelson Mandela Foundation to be his post-presidential office. Initially 

it operated out of what had been Madiba’s first Houghton house in the period 1992-1998. It was only in 2002 

that the organisation was able to secure customised office space at 107 Central Street. 

 

Initially the Foundation supported any and every project Madiba was passionate about, from peacemaking in 

other countries, to building schools in rural areas, from HIV/AIDS advocacy work, to public education initiatives. 

As he began stepping away from public life in in the years 2004-2010, he gave the Foundation a new mandate, 

namely to promote social justice through dialogue and memory work. Since then the organisation has built a 

proud track record of research-based interventions on critical social issues – from early childhood development 

to land reform, from combatting racism to reckoning with oppressive pasts. The building itself has been 

refurbished into a Centre of Memory, with dedicated exhibition spaces, a reading room facility and international 

class archival storage areas and platforms. 

 

The Foundation has become that trusted voice and preferred convenor in relation to Madiba’s legacy. I have 

watched it grow into this role over 22 years now. I am proud of what a relatively young leadership team is 

achieving. And I am sure it would make Madiba proud too. 

 

In an increasingly fraught sub-Saharan African civil society space, the Nelson Mandela Foundation stands out 

for its clarity of purpose, its willingness to work cross-sectorally, and its agility in adapting to a rapidly changing 

world. I have no doubt that it would be a worthy winner of the Zayed Award for Human Fraternity 

 
Yours sincerely, 

 
Graça Machel 
Founder, Graça Machel Trust 


