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PROF. DR. DR. h.c. mult. EKMELEDDIN IHSANOGLU, is an internationally 

celebrated Turkish Academician, Scholar, Diplomat and Politician. He served as the 

9th Secretary General of the Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) and was the 

first to be elected by vote of the 57 Member States of the organization. Prof. Ihsanoglu 

has been long-life advocate and supporter of global fraternity, dialogue between 

cultures and civilizations, solidarity of the human family, justice and world peace. 

At the outset of this biography, a summary of Prof. Ihsanoglu’s background will 

be provided. This will be followed by a more detailed overview of the outstanding 

services and contributions of Prof. Ihsanoglu on two levels, Academic and Diplomatic 

and will include selected examples from a long list of achievements. 

 

SUMMARY 

 

Prof. Ihsanoglu was born in Cairo, Egypt in 1943. He received his B.S. at Ain 

Shams University in 1966 and master’s degree in chemistry at Al-Azhar University in 

1970. After completing his Ph.D. studies at Ankara University, Turkey in 1974, he did 

his post-doctoral research from 1975 to 1977 as a research fellow at University of 

Exeter, the United Kingdom. 

He served as a faculty member in faculties of science and then became the first 

professor and founding Head of the Department of History of Science of Istanbul 

University. He is also the founding Chairman of Turkish Society for History of Science 

(TBTK) and ISAR Foundation. He further served as the President of International Union 

of History and Philosophy of Science (IUHPS) between 2001 and 2005. He is member 

of various international societies, scientific councils, advisory boards of numerous 

academies, centres and institutes, and editorial boards of many journals in several 

Islamic and western countries. 
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Prof. Ihsanoglu wrote numerous books, articles and papers in Turkish, English 

and Arabic on science, history of science, Islamic culture, Turkish culture, relations 

between the Muslim world and the Western world, and Turkish-Arab relations, some 

of which were translated to several eastern and western languages.  

Prof. Ihsanoglu was also the founding Director General of the Research Centre 

for Islamic History, Art and Culture IRCICA—an intergovernmental research centre and 

subsidiary organ of the Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC). When IRCICA 

started its activities in 1980, it was the first international organization established in 

Istanbul. Prof. Ihsanoglu, as the head of the mission in this organization and as a 

cultural diplomat, served more than twenty-four years in promoting intercultural 

dialogue, relations, tolerance and understanding. As founding Director General of the 

Research Centre for Islamic History, Culture and Arts (IRCICA) in Istanbul, he 

pioneered activities towards creating awareness about Islamic culture and values and 

civilizational relations across the world through research, scholarly articles and books 

and organizing congresses on intercultural dialogues. With his institutional and 

personal initiatives, he has earned recognition as a leading contributor to 

rapprochement between cultures, particularly between the Muslim and Western 

worlds.  

In this respect Prof Ihsanoglu was recognised by world leaders for his 

contribution. As an example, he was appointed ‘Ambassador at Large’ by the first 

President of Bosnia and Herzegovina Alija Izetbegović in 1997 for his services to 

Bosnia-Herzegovina.  

From 2004 to 2013 Prof Ihsanoglu was elected to serve as the 9th Secretary 

General of the 57-member OIC, the second largest inter-governmental organisation 

after the UN. He initiated new schemes and strategies of international cooperation with 

regard to promotion of human fraternity, through promoting principles of human rights, 

dialogue and understanding and establishment of dialogue between the OIC's Member 

States and with other countries and communities of the world.  

 

Prof. Ihsanoglu was conferred with medals by kings and presidents as well as 

with honorary doctorates by a number of universities around the world. 
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He is fluent in Turkish, English and Arabic languages and has a working 

knowledge in French and Persian. He is married and the father of three young men. 

 

 

DETAILED BACKGROUND  

 

I. Academic Initiatives and Achievements 

Prof. Ekmeleddin Ihsanoglu started his academic career as a scientist (Organic 

Chemistry) and he earned his B.SC from Ain Shams University, M.S. from Al-Azhar 

University and Ph.D. from Ankara University, Turkey, he did his post-doctoral research 

at University of Exeter.  

In 1984 he established first department of History of Science in Turkey at 

Istanbul University. He is also the founding Director General of Research Centre for 

Islamic History, Art and Culture (IRCICA) and Turkish Society for History of Science 

(TBTK). He was elected as the President of International Union of History and 

Philosophy of Science (IUHPS) between 2001 and 2005. He is a member of the 

Académie Internationale d'Histoire des Sciences (Paris), and Academie Europea 

(London). Among many other international societies, scientific councils and advisory 

boards, he served as a board member of Centre for Middle Eastern Studies (CMES), 

Harvard University and currently member of Board of Trustees at Bibliotheca 

Alexandrina.  

During his different undertakings, he promoted and strengthened awareness 

about different cultures and arts across the world and spearheaded the protection and 

promotion of the written and architectural heritage of civilizations in various countries.  

Recognizing his contribution to intercultural dialogue and rapprochement, 

promotion of human fraternity beyond boundaries, and improving the human dignity, 

and as well as an accomplished academician, he has been awarded by Heads of 

States and Governments and other important diplomatic, corporate and academic 

actors and entities in the form of receiving more than twenty highest civilian/official 

awards, medals and more than twenty honorary doctorates different universities from 

Europe, USA, Russia, Islamic world.  
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Among many others, he has been awarded with;  

• The prestigious Alexandre Koyré Medal for his contribution to the study of 

history of science (Paris) 

• Award of The Kuwait Foundation for the Advancement of Sciences (KFAS) on 

the Islamic Scientific Heritage (Kuwait) 

• UNESCO Avicenna Medal (Paris) for his outstanding achievements and 

contribution in the field of ethics in science. 

• Ducci Foundation Peace Prize (Rome) for his relevant and sensible 

engagement in promoting the dialogue between religions and cultures and 

strong commitment to global peace and justice. 

 

He wrote and edited numerous books, articles and papers on history of science and 

civilizations, multicultural relations between the Muslim world and the Western world, 

and some of which were translated to several eastern and western languages. Some 

of his relevant publications are as follows:  

• The West and Islam: Towards a Dialogue, IRCICA, 1999 

• Cultural Contacts in Building A Universal Civilization: Islamic Contributions, 

IRCICA, 2005 

• A Culture of Peaceful Coexistence: Early Islamic and Ottoman Turkish 

Examples, IRCICA, 2004 

• Assessing the Human Tragedy in Iraq”, International Review of the Red Cross, 

vol: 89 no: 868, (2007), 915-927. 

• Cooperation As A Way Out Of Turmoil For The Middle East, Turkish Policy 

Quarterly, Spring 2015, Vol. 14, n.1, p.38-44  

A complete list of publications is available at : http://ihsanoglu.org/  

 

Prof. Ihsanoglu contributed to scholarly debates on intercultural dialogue and 

the promotion of human fraternity. With his institutional and personal initiative, he 

earned the recognition of intellectual circles as a leading contributor to rapprochement 

between cultures, particularly between the Muslim and Western worlds.  

http://ihsanoglu.org/
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The following are some specific examples of inter-cultural and religious 

dialogue and the promotion of human fraternity that Prof. Ihsanoglu actively 

contributed to:   

• Religious Summit Meeting on Mt. Hiei, 3-4 August 1987, Kyoto, Japan, 

organized by the Japan Conference of Religious Representatives, the Japanese 

Committee of the World Conference on Religion and Peace and the Japan 

Religious Committee for the World Federation; 500 participants, which he 

addressed on behalf of the Muslim world.  

• Third Inter-Religious Dialogue on Business Ethics and Monotheistic Religions 

in the Contemporary World, Saint George's House in Windsor Castle, U.K., 29-

31 May 1987; under the patronage of H.R.H. Crown Prince el-Hassan bin Talal 

of Jordan and Duke of Edinburgh H.R.H. Prince Philip. The first two meetings 

were organized in 1984 and 1986 respectively. 

• Global Conference of Spiritual and Parliamentary Leaders on Human Survival, 

Oxford University, 11-15 April 1988, organized by the Global Forum of Spiritual 

and Parliamentary Leaders on Human Survival, attended by 100 spiritual 

leaders from all major religions, scholars, and another 100 parliamentarians 

from 52 countries. 

• Global Forum on Environment and Development for Survival (Moscow, 15-19 

Jan. 1990) organized by the Global Forum of Spiritual and Parliamentary 

Leaders on Human Survival, attended by 200 parliamentarians from around the 

world, religious representatives, scientists, together with 200 of their 

counterparts from the Soviet Union. 

• International forum on Globalization from a Cultural Perspective - Confrontation 

or Association held at the Royal Tropical Institute, Amsterdam, on 26 May 1992. 

• Conference on Relations between European and Islamic Cultures and on the 

Position of Muslims in Europe, organized by the Swedish Ministry of Foreign 

Affairs in Stockholm, on 15-17 June 1995. 

• Meeting of the leaders of the different faiths represented in Turkey, organized 

at IRCICA on the occasion of the visit U.S. First Lady Mrs. Hillary Rodham 

Clinton on 28 March 1996. 

• OIC-EU Joint Symposium on Human Rights in Islam, Geneva, 13-15 March 

2002 
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• OIC-EU Joint Forum on “Civilization and Harmony: the Political Dimension” 

organized by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Turkey (Istanbul, 12-13 February 

2002) 

 

II. International Diplomatic Initiatives 

Prof. Ihsanoglu, after being elected as 9th Secretary General of the OIC, the 

second largest international inter-governmental organization after the United Nations, 

embarked on wide range of reforms under two headings: 

 

1) Promoting and Adopting Universal Values 

Reform was the key word on which Secretary General Prof. Ihsanoglu 

crystallized his vision and mission for the Muslim world taking moderation and 

modernization as two core guiding concepts. The universal norms, values, and 

practices such as democracy, good governance, rule of law, freedom of expression, 

respect for human rights, women’s empowerment and participation in political process, 

protection of minority rights, and freedom of religion are the lifeline of these concepts. 

Secretary General Prof. Ihsanoglu took major steps bringing about significant 

shift of paradigm in the OIC which transformed the notion of “conceptual solidarity” into 

“solidarity in action”.  

The initiation of the Ten-Year Program of Action 2005 (TYPOA), the blueprint of 

OIC reform, was the first among those steps taken by him. This was followed by inter 

alia the adoption of the new OIC Charter, changing the name and the logo of the 

organization, establishment of the Executive Committee, adoption of the criteria for 

membership and observer members, establishment of new departments such as 

humanitarian and family affairs departments, establishment of new institutions within 

the OIC system e.g. OIC Independent Permanent Human Rights Commission 

(IPHRC); Science, Technology and Innovation Organization (STIO) and Organization 

for Women Development .  

Prof. Ihsanoglu objectively laid out the urgency for socio-economic reforms in 

the Muslim world in order to achieve progress and development. “The word ‘solidarity’ 

is the key principle on which the OIC is built on,……I thought that we have to make a 

paradigm shift, and make solidarity not only in decisions, in resolutions, statements, in 
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rhetoric in general, but make it in action,” he said. Based on this approach, he laid 

emphasis on international cooperation and solidarity to achieve economic, social and 

cultural rights alongside civil and political rights.  

Prof. Ekmeleddin İhsanoğlu, as first elected Secretary General of the 

Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC), was the main architect who mapped the 

OIC’s human rights DNA in his defining decade of ‘moderation and modernization’. He 

not only envisioned but also catalyzed a paradigm shift within the OIC for a renewed 

‘social contract’ aimed at ensuring that universal human rights and fundamental 

freedoms flow together with Islamic values.  

His bold response to the mayhem which followed the Arab Spring uprisings, 

describes his persona and his belief in upholding universal human rights values, when 

he said, “The killing of people because they are asking for their freedom, for their 

democratic rights, should be addressed through dialogue. And this infringement, 

violation of human rights, killing people, is not only against universal values, it is 

particularly against Islamic values.” He later proved that these were not merely words 

of an academician but an ardent human rights practitioner and defender.  

His powerful advocacy of human rights, despite tacit and open opposition, 

elevates him to be the founding father of OIC’s human rights architecture that has 

enlightened people and policy-makers in mitigating the challenges related to protection 

and promotion of human rights in Muslim societies. He ardently supported the rights of 

the minorities and respect for human rights globally, which he passionately advocated 

both in his writings, statements, and initiatives. 

 

a) Establishing the Independent Permanent Human Rights Commission 

(IPHRC), December 2011 

As a strong proponent of the universality of human rights norms and standards, 

he believed that an independent and effective cross regional human rights institution, 

with a broad mandate, could strengthen the human rights foundations of Muslim 

societies, which have been at the root of so many conflicts and grievances. To this 

end, the establishment of the OIC Independent Permanent Human Rights Commission 

(IPHRC) is hailed as his milestone achievement which now symbolizes the defining 
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characteristic of a ‘New’ & ‘Reformed’ OIC which has enhanced its international 

visibility and credibility.  

The results of his initiatives have started to pour in. Within a short span of a 

decade and despite resource constraints, the Commission has become the OIC’s 

poster child which has reviewed and revised the archaic OIC instruments on human 

rights such as the Cairo Declaration of Human Rights in Islam and the OIC Covenant 

on the Rights of Child in Islam to bring them in conformity with the universal human 

rights standards; undertook several fact-finding visits to ascertain and report on serious 

human rights violations in different parts of the world; and conducted quality research 

to render objective views on various thematic areas of contemporary relevance to OIC 

in the field of human rights.  

Under the guidance of Prof. Ihsanoglu, IPHRC also brought renewed attention 

to economic, social, and cultural rights, and the right to development, as one of the key 

priority areas of the Commission, to ensure that pursuit of sustainable development is 

firmly grounded in human rights principles. 

 

b) UN Human Rights Council Resolution No:16/18, March 2011  

Prof. Ihsanoglu, remained a voice of reason and action to combat discrimination 

based on one’s religion, particularly highlighting the scourge of Islamophobia in the 

West and other parts of the world. He was instrumental in bridging the OIC-Western 

countries’ divide on the best way forward to combating the scourge of denigration of 

religions. His speech at the High-Level Segment of the 16th Regular Session of UN 

Human Rights Council became the foundation stone of the historic UN Resolution 

16/18, which paved the way to adopting a universally agreed Action Plan to combat 

the menace of discrimination based on one’s religion.  

Prof Ihsanoglu urged the Human Rights Council to adopt a common position on 

combating intolerance and incitement based on religion or belief. While addressing the 

Human Rights Council Session, Prof. Ihsanoglu proposed an eight-point plan 

enumerating some practical steps towards facilitating a consensus between the OIC 

and the Western world. These eight points received immediate attention and 

endorsement by the United States government. The US approached the OIC to work 
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towards a consensus in line with the eight points and at the latter’s advice brought the 

EU on board.  

The 16th Session of 2011 of the UN HRC adopted by consensus a historic 

Resolution 16/18 on “Combating intolerance, negative stereotyping and stigmatization 

of, and discrimination, incitement to violence, and violence against persons based on 

religion or belief”. This international coordination and cooperation was the basis of the 

eight points given by Prof Ihsanoglu which yielded a tremendous result. 

 

c) Istanbul Declaration and Process 

To put the Action Plan for Resolution 16/18 into practice, Prof. Ihsanoglu also 

launched a follow up process in 2011, which is commonly known as the Istanbul 

Process. This was initiated in the Istanbul Meeting of 15th July 2011, co-chaired by the 

OIC Secretary General Ekmeleddin Ihsanoglu and the US Secretary of State Hilary 

Clinton. Participants included the High Representatives of the EU and Foreign 

Ministers and high-ranking officials of 28 countries.  

The Conference reiterated the importance of the implementation of the 

Resolution 16/18 in letter and spirit. However, this was not just any conference, but a 

significant achievement given that it has probably put the first stone to pave the way 

for creating an authorized mechanism on national as well as international level which 

would result in lessening the tension between the West and the Muslim World in terms 

of religion and faith. The process provided the first ever institutional mechanism to 

combat hate speech in a structured multipronged manner. Besides, raising the issue 

at multilateral forums like UN and EU, he established an Islamophobia observatory at 

the OIC General Secretariat mandated to monitor and document the events pertaining 

to Islamophobia on a daily basis. 

 

d) A Major Initiative for Ensuring Human Fraternity  

Starting from his days as Director General of IRCICA, Ihsanoglu was very active 

in promoting international common understanding, peaceful coexistence and mutual 

respect among holders of different faiths, as explained above. In his new capacity as 

Secretary General of OIC, he promoted the same values through international 

organizations and bilateral diplomatic contacts.  
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It was under his watch as the Secretary General of the OIC that the concepts of 

good governance, democracy, human rights, including special focus on women and 

child rights, fundamental freedoms and the rule of law, were firmly embedded in the 

OIC’s normative framework in the form of OIC’s revised Charter. He also invented 

institutional ways and means to sustain and implement these reform initiatives.  

 

2) Actions to Improve Global Fraternity, Solidarity of the Human Family, World 

Peace 

Assuming his duties as Secretary General from 1 January 2005, Ihsanoglu was faced 

by humanitarian disasters across the member states. Ihsanoglu, has launched several 

initiatives including, observation missions, humanitarian aid campaigns, call for 

member states to improve humanitarian conditions in the affected areas, inauguration 

of support centers, orphanages etc.  

 

Some examples of Prof Ihsanoglu’s actions in the humanitarian area include: 

• Establishing the Alliance of OIC Humanitarian Institutions to facilitate relief 

operations and field intervention in natural and man-made disasters. 

• Coordinating with NGOs and civil society institutions in the humanitarian field 

through paving the way for their access to a consultative observer status subject 

to certain conditions. 

• Launching a programme to sponsor 25,000 orphans who lost their families as a 

result of the Tsunami in Banda Aceh, Indonesia, through coordination with the 

Islamic Development Bank (IDB). 

• Holding donor conferences for Niger, Sierra Leone, Comoros 

Islands, Mali, Pakistan, Sudan (Darfur).  

• Launching relief campaign for Gaza and inaugurating an eye hospital in Gaze. 

Establishing a logistic unit in Arish, Egypt to reach the population 

in Gaza. 

• Construction of housing units in Pandang, Western Sumatra, 

Indonesia for the earthquake victims. 

• Construction of houses for flood victims in Pakistan. 
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• Cooperating with the UNDP and the South-South Cooperation 

Unit in the United Nations. OIC-UNDP Partnership Programme to establish 

training, health, educational projects in Somalia. 

• Opening of an OIC humanitarian coordination Office in Mogadishu, Somalia; 

Islamabad, Pakistan. 

• Dispatching emergency humanitarian missions to the Tunisian-Libyan borders 

and to the Libyan-Egyptian borders during the Libyan crisis.  

• Enhancing cooperation with key international humanitarian actors 

such as DFID, ICRC, Australian Aid Agency, OCHA, Swiss Development 

Agency, Médecins Sans Frontieres, and with WFP for the distribution of food for 

IDPs in the Afgoy Corridor in Somalia. 

• The OIC and the United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian 

Affairs (OCHA) conducted joint needs assessment mission and humanitarian 

assistance to ongoing humanitarian crisis in Syria, Niger, Mali, Burkina Faso 

and Myanmar.  

 

a) Humanitarian Efforts to promote human fraternity 

The OIC had no facilities or mechanisms to deal with natural disasters, so 

Ihsanoglu had to initiate and develop such mechanisms within the OIC in cooperation 

with member countries and international organizations.  

Through his efforts the OIC established a Department of International 

Cooperation and Humanitarian Affairs (ICHAD) and worldwide programs of 

humanitarian aid was initiated. What is important about this mechanism is that it 

worked to coordinate with the various efforts deployed by member states and civil 

society institutions working in this field. Prof Ihsanoglu maintained direct oversight on 

the ICHAD department.  
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i) Humanitarian Cooperation Efforts  

Prof Ihsanoglu was instrumental in arranging international humanitarian 

agreements for the benefit of the common people. On 14 November 2011 an 

agreement was signed in Jeddah, Saudi Arabia, by Valerie Amos, the UN Under-

Secretary General for Humanitarian Affairs, and Ekmeleddin Ihsanoglu, the Secretary 

General of the Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC). The UN and the 

Organization of Islamic Cooperation agreed to work together more closely to provide 

people with life-saving assistance during humanitarian emergencies 

 

 

The United States Agency for International Development (USAID) and the 

Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) agreed on March 15 2012 to strengthen 

cooperation on humanitarian issues and disaster response. In a ceremony at the White 

House, USAID Administrator Rajiv Shah and OIC Secretary General Ekmeleddin 

Ihsanoglu signed a memorandum of understanding to mark the partnership milestone. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Valerie Amos and Ekmeleddin Ihsanoglu sign a Memorandum 

of Understanding between the UN-OCHA and OIC in 

Headquarters of OIC 
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This partnership was a reflection of the need for greater cooperation among 

organizations that provide relief as the number of humanitarian emergencies rise 

worldwide. The OIC-USAID agreement outlined a framework for cooperation that 

included mutual consultations and strategic dialogue, exchange of information, 

participation in disaster response and training, operational support and facilitation and 

coordination. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

USAID Administrator Rajiv Shah, left, and OIC Secretary 

General Ekmeleddin Ihsanoglu signed the agreement on 

cooperation March 15 at the White House 
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ii) Inauguration of Orphanages and New Houses in Ache 

On 26 December 2004, Indonesia, Aceh hit with an earthquake that registered 

a magnitude of 9.1–9.3 Mw, and tsunami waves grew up to 30 m, devastating the 

Communities along the surrounding coasts of the Indian Ocean. the tsunamis killed an 

estimated 227,898 people in 14 countries, making it one of the deadliest natural 

disasters in recorded history.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Secretary General Ihsanoglu called Member States for an urgent humanitarian aid 

mission. Estimated 25,000 orphans who lost their families as a result of the Tsunami 

in Banda Aceh, Indonesia; was in a desperate situation, therefore, Ihsanoglu initiated 

a program to establish an orphanage. He attended the inauguration and visited the 

devasted area by earthquake and tsunami.  

Ihsanoglu has also initiated a project for construction of houses after the earthquake 

and tsunami destroyed the houses of the local people 

Welcome ceremony at one of the Orphanage in Ache 
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 Construction of housing units in Pandang, Western Sumatra, 

Indonesia for the earthquake victims   

 Inauguration of Orphanage in Ache   
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iii) Humanitarian Aid for Gaza  

Ihsanoglu launched on Monday 02 January 2012, an urgent appeal for 

emergency medical assistance to the Gaza Strip in order to address the 

unprecedented health crisis in the Strip.  

 

 

Ihsanoglu appealed to OIC Member States, humanitarian organisations and 

philanthropists in the Muslim world as well as to civil society and international 

organisations in the world to provide urgent assistance to the Palestinian people in the 

Gaza Strip, particularly for the treatment of cancer diseases, the provision of dialysis 

supplies with a view to alleviating the difficult humanitarian situation due to the lack of 

medicines and the other health requirements.  

Meanwhile, the OIC Humanitarian Affairs Department coordinated the provision 

of the required assistance and facilitated access to beneficiaries in the Gaza Strip.  

Ihsanoglu himself visited and delivered the aid to the needy in Gaza.  

 

Visit to Gaza Strip  
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Visit to deliver Humanitarian Aid in Gaza Strip  

 

iv) Floods Devastating Pakistan  

Ihsanoglu also has played a leading role in rallying support to Pakistan after the 

huge floods that were not seen the likes of in over 80 years. 

Several initiatives and on 11th January 2011, in the presence of the Prime 

Minister of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan, UN officials and other ranking official, the 

Secretary General dedicated the OIC village for flood-affected people composed of 

100 houses out of the total 600 houses that were pledged by the OIC. 
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Ihsanoglu himself visited the areas affected with the flood and inspected the 

ongoing OIC mission in the field.  

 

v) Food shortage and famine in West Africa 

On his last trip as Secretary General, Ihsanoglu traveled to Niger on 23 

December 2013 to inaugurate crucial humanitarian and developmental projects there. 

Located in West Africa, the landlocked country has suffered from severe drought in 

2005 that resulted in food shortage and famine.  

At the request of Niger to explore ways of mobilizing the Muslim world to help 

the people of Niger, the OIC organized its first donors’ conference in Doha, Qatar, in 

2007 to promote food self-sufficiency in Niger. The conference had outstanding results 

where OIC member states and other participants pledged $370 million. In his speech 

at the inaugural session of the conference, Ihsanoglu said: “This conference is the 

starting point of the OIC’s humanitarian action as recommended by the 10-Year 

Program of Action.”  

Since 2007, the OIC implemented a number of developmental projects in Niger 

to provide drinking water, irrigation for 240 hectares and sources of food and income 

Orphans lost their parents in flood incident in Pakistan 
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for many villages. It opened a humanitarian office in Niamey to follow up on the 

projects. Visible from the plane, vast arid land expands in the horizon with little 

greenery except on the banks of the River Niger. Arriving in the capital Niamey on Dec. 

23, 2013, Ihsanoglu and his delegation rode in car for several kilometers along 

unpaved dusty and bumpy roads to villages that seem to have fallen off the transcripts 

of time.  

 

 

Small clay homes and wooden cone-shaped huts dot the road while skinny 

goats and cows graze the dry bushes and trees. The River Niger, which is supposed 

to be one of the biggest rivers in Africa, is far below its water level, but when it rains 

floods cause human loss and damage.  

Ihsanoglu toured on foot some of the villages where the OIC projects were 

implemented and officially inaugurated several of them. The villagers, young and old, 

women, men and children greeted him with joy, clapping and singing and eager to 

shake hands with him.  

The OIC completed the third stage of projects consisting of 21 wells, 11 

agricultural farms and 10 boreholes, which benefited tens of thousands of people. It 

Visiting villages and inauguration of projects consisting of 21 wells, 11 

agricultural farms and 10 boreholes 
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also completed five fish farming projects in five villages. These simple projects 

completely transformed the lives of the people in these villages and neighboring 

villages who also come for the water and buy food and animal stock. 

During his meeting with President Issoufou Mahamadou, the Secretary General 

urged him to follow up on the outcome of the OIC donors’ conference, which has been 

stalled due to some incidents of instability in the country. 

 

b) Combatting Disease and Improving Healthcare   

The Ten-Year Programme of Action placed special emphasis on the need for 

programmes for combating diseases and epidemics and improvements in mother and 

child health care across OIC Member States. Ihsanoglu initiated the OIC conference 

of Health Ministers on biennial basis and continued to work in cooperation with the 

Global Polio Eradication Initiative (GPEI) Secretariat in Geneva in accordance with the 

bilateral work programme to enhance collaboration on polio eradication.  

Ihsanoglu was instrumental in obtaining religious injunctions (Fatwa) to 

overcome misconceptions on using vaccines and mobilizing political support and funds 

in favour of polio eradication campaigns in the Member States. Due to these efforts to 

eradicate polio, Ihsanoglu was awarded by Rotary International, with the Polio 

Eradication Champion Award in 2007.  

 

 

c) Resolving conflicts to promote solidarity of the human family 

Ihsanoglu also initiated a new concept in 2005 named “solidarity in action’’- 

which launched the organization to adopt a completely new approach based on action-

oriented policy guidelines, preventive diplomacy and mediation technique in the 

political field. With the good offices of Secretary General Ihsanoglu, successfully 

engaged in several prominent initiatives to resolve conflicts and bring peace.  
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Some examples of Ihsanoglu’s initiatives in resolving conflicts are 

presented as follows: 

 

i) Iraq: Promoting intra-Faith Dialogue Among Iraqi Muslim Communities  

Ihsanoglu brought groups of religious leaders from both Sunni and Shiite Muslim 

groups together in the Holy City of Makkah to reconcile their points of view.   

 

Through his mediation, the Iraqi Sunni and Shiite religious leaders engaged in 

detailed discussions on Islamic principles of tolerance and diversity and abhorrence of 

killing of innocents. Ultimately this culminated in the signing of the Makkah Declaration 

on 20 October 2006 to stop shedding Iraqi blood. The text of the declaration was one 

of the This was one of the most significant achievements of Ihsanoglu and indeed of 

the OIC since its inception. This led to international recognition and appreciation for 

Ihsanoglu’s role in initiating this process. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunni-Shia Meeting, Mecca Accord 
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ii) Palestine: Bringing Leaders together 

When disputes erupted between Palestinian factions in 2006 after local election 

results, Ihsanoglu engaged in shuttle diplomacy between three centers Ramallah, 

Gaza and Damascus in December 2006 to meet Palestinian leaders and encourage 

rapprochement by appealing to their fraternal ties.  

 

 

This shuttle diplomacy formed a part of the new approach to peace and security 

through quiet and preventive diplomacy. Reconciliation between different factions was 

agreed and a national unity government was formed.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Abbas-Haniyeh-Ihsanoglu after the accord was signed 
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iii) Somalia: Pursuing Safe Political Transitions 

Ihsanoglu was the first Secretary General of OIC to visit the Somali and focused 

the organizations efforts to assist in political reconciliation in the country.     

Ihsanoglu encouraged the work of the OIC Contact Group to support political 

reconciliation in the country and encouraged the OIC Office in Mogadishu, to undertake 

humanitarian and reconstruction activities with the support of OIC countries and 

institutions. 

 

This initiative has played a significant role in forming the Transitional Federal 

Government (TFG). Apart from the full support that it extended to the TFG, the OIC 

actively contributed to the successful implementation of the political transition in 

Somalia which for the first time produced a democratic outcome in the country.  

 

  

Visiting Mogadishu Refugee Camp 
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iv) The Philippines: Securing Peace for the Moro  

Ihsanoglu was heavily involved in creating a peaceful and lasting solution to the 

long-standing dispute between the Government of the Philippines and the Moro 

people. This entailed pursuing the genuine and practical implementation of the 

internationally recognized 1976 and 1996 peace agreements signed between the 

Government of the Philippines (GPH) and Moro National Liberation Front (MNLF).  

When Ihsanoglu took office in 2005 the peace process in the Philippines had 

collapsed. The leader of the MNLF, Dr Nur Misuari, was in prison and his organization 

was fractured and in disarray. A faction had split away and formed the MILF, Moro 

Islamic Liberation Front and challenged Misuari’s leadership. The OIC Secretary 

General threw his energies into the Southern Philippines and with great efforts 

managed to revive the process in extremely difficult circumstances.  

That included exerting intensive efforts to urge the Moro National Liberation 

Front (MNLF) factions to agree on a unified delegation to negotiate with the 

Government of the Philippine, which was achieved through a certain formula (the 

Jedda Formula). A similar effort was made to bring both Moro Islamic Liberation Front 

(MILF) and MNLF to agree to cooperate and coordinate between themselves for the 

benefit of the combined goal.  

This was achieved through the creation of the Bangsamoro Coordinating Forum 

(BCF) proposed by Prof. Ihsanoglu. The Bangsamoro Coordinating Forum is the venue 

for the Moro leaders to unify their ranks, discuss outstanding issues and bring MNLF 

and MILF closer together to establish a unified stance on the implementation of all 

peace agreements related to the Southern Philippines.  

The BCF convened meetings more than a dozen times in the period 2012 to 

2015, with intense, difficult and complicated shuttle diplomacy at the behest of 

Professor Ihsanoglu.  Ultimately this process bore fruit. After a long process of review, 

President Rodrigo Duterte finally signed into law the bill known as the Bangsamoro 

Organic Law (BOL) on 26 July 2018. The new law granted greater political autonomy 

with increased economic independence to the Bangsamoro people in the southern 

Philippines. 
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OIC – Government of Philippines – Moro Tripartite Meeting 

 

The significance of the BOL bill is that it expanded the territory of the current 

Autonomous Region in Muslim Mindanao (ARMM) and provides greater fiscal 

autonomy, a regional government, and a justice system. The BOL will also allow areas 

adjacent to the Bangsamoro region the opportunity to join with an opt-in petition of at 

least 10% of their voters. 

On 21 January 2019 the electorate of the Autonomous Region in Muslim 

Mindanao (ARMM) approved it in a plebiscite. As a result of the 21 January Plebiscite 

and a further plebiscite on 06 February, the new Bangsamoro Autonomous Region in 

Muslim Mindanao (BARMM) now consists of the provinces of Maguindanao, Lanao del 

Sur, Basilan, Sulu, and Tawi-Tawi; the cities of Marawi, Lamitan and Cotabato plus 63 

barangays in six towns of North Cotabato. This is a far cry from the 13 provinces and 

nine cities specified in the Tripoli Agreement, but the only thing possible today under 

the constitution and existing laws. 

An MILF-led parliamentary system, the BARMM has an 80-strong interim 

parliament called the Bangsamoro Transition Authority (BTA), which includes MNLF 

representatives as stipulated in the Joint Communiqué of 2016. This will be replaced 

by a duly elected parliament in June 2022. 
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Signing Peace Agreement in 2012 

 

With a fully funded, fully empowered autonomous regional government crafted 

by the Moros themselves, there is realistic basis for hope that peace and development 

would finally be achieved in Mindanao.  

The involvement of the OIC in the problems of the Southern Philippines has 

been unique, it has a strong legal mandate to be involved by virtue of its being a 

signatory of the two peace agreements. It has been a long journey, one that took the 

Philippines all of 45 years from the Fifth CFM in Kuala Lumpur in 1974 to the 

establishment of the BARMM in 2019.   

The significant progress and milestones in the peace process could not have 

been achieved without the support and guidance of Ihsanoglu in those crucial years.  
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v) Myanmar: Raising International Awareness about the Plight of the 

Rohingya  

Ihsanoglu called for a meeting of senior leaders and eminent persons of 

Rohingya refugee communities located in different countries to unite their efforts and 

address the problems of displaced refugees and their needs for return to their 

homeland of Arakan, Myanmar, in May 2011. Consequently, Arakan Rohingya Union 

(ARU) was formed by the participants.  

To confront the violence against the Rohingya’s, Ihsanoglu called for an 

extraordinary meeting of the OIC Executive Committee on 24 June 2012, and the 

Committee decided to urge all Member States to condemn the violence, provide 

humanitarian assistance and exert collective pressure with international bodies on the 

government of Myanmar in order to halt violence and attacks against Rohingya’s.  

Ihsanoglu sent a mission to investigate, report and establish a coordinating 

mechanism for humanitarian aid. He also visited Myanmar well before other 

international organizations and he submitted specific proposals to the ruling party of 

Myanmar to resolving the plight of the Rohingya with full respect to the sovereignty and 

territorial integrity of the country.  

 

Under the leadership of Ihsanoglu, the OIC was among the first international 

organizations to introduce to the agenda of its ministerial conferences a special 

resolution on the situation of Rohingya’s in Myanmar, calling on its Member States to 

Visit to Arakan Region 
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provide help and assistance to improve their situation and protect against the 

discrimination and human rights abuses committed against them. Such abuse has 

continued unabated for decades, leading to the displacement of more than two million 

Rohingya people and the killing of thousands. 

 When a new wave of violence against Muslim Rohingya by Buddhist gangs 

erupted in June 2012, Secretary General Ihsanoglu called an extraordinary meeting of 

the OIC Executive Committee in Jeddah. The meeting adopted a number of important 

measures and recommendations which were submitted to and adopted by the Fourth 

Extraordinary Islamic Summit Conference held in Makkah on 14 – 15 August 2012.  

 

Pursuant to the decisions of the Makkah Summit the OIC Groups in New York 

and Geneva acted to intensify pressure on the Government of Myanmar through 

collective action of Islamic countries within the UN. 

Professor Ihsanoglu also dispatched an OIC mission to Myanmar on 5 

September 2012. The mission took stock of the situation of the Rohingya’s  there and 

submitted its report to the Council of Foreign Ministers’ (CFM) meeting held in Djibouti. 

During the mission, the government of Myanmar agreed to a landmark memorandum 

of cooperation agreement with the OIC – to implement a humanitarian programme in 

Rakhine state. The memorandum allowed the OIC to establish an aid office in Yangon 

and Sitwee to conduct humanitarian activities.  

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Visit to Arakan Region 



29 
 

OIC member states such as the Indonesia, Malaysia, and Turkey were able to 

mobilise and get humanitarian aid on the ground. However, the Myanmar government 

kept delaying the OIC as an organization from setting up its aid office.  

Undeterred, Prof Ihsanoglu lobbied the UN the Secretary General, the UN High 

Commissioner for Human Rights, the UN Human Rights Council in Geneva, the 

Secretary General of the ASEAN and other international leaders to maintain pressure 

on the government of Myanmar to alleviate the plight of the Rohingya.   

 

He also directly contacted the President of the Republic of the Union of 

Myanmar, and to the leader of Myanmar's opposition National League for Democracy 

asking for them to do the same.   

On 26 September 2012, the Secretary General addressed the first OIC Contact 

Group Meeting on the Rohingya, which took place on the side-lines of the 67th Session 

of the United Nations General Assembly in New York. The Contact Group agreed on 

the need to provide development projects in the Rakhine region of Myanmar and not 

just humanitarian aid. The meeting stressed on supporting the Rohingya’s in Myanmar 

in gaining their legitimate rights as citizens and stressed on their human rights. 

Visiting Refugee Camp  



30 
 

In June 2013, the Secretary General sent his Special Envoy with a letter 

addressed to President Thein Sein by the 57 heads of OIC member states calling for 

urgent action to end violence against Rohingya’s and restore their rights. 

In November 2013, amid mass protests by ethnic Buddhists, a high-level 

delegation, including foreign ministers and senior officials from OIC member countries 

Indonesia, Malaysia, Turkey, Saudi Arabia, Egypt, Djibouti, and Bangladesh flew into 

Myanmar's western Rakhine state to investigate allegations of human rights abuses 

against minority Rohingyas. Secretary General Ihsanoglu headed the delegation and 

engaged in high level talks with the President and senior cabinet members about the 

plight of the Rohingya.  He also led the delegation to Rakhine's capital Sittwe as they 

toured camps housing mostly displaced Rohingya refugees. 

 

Ihsanoglu was also very pro-active in engaging the United States authorities. 

US Secretary of State, John Kerry was briefed by the Secretary General about the 

spread of violence against Rohingya people in other regions and the OIC’s latest 

actions and concerns. Secretary Kerry assured that the United States would continue 

to follow the issue closely and would raise the subject at the relevant international fora 

and arena. 

OIC engagement encouraged the United States to respond positively and raise 

the issue of the Rohingya at the international level and particularly with the United 

Nations. The OIC’s concerns reached US President, Barrack Obama, prior to his visit 

Talking to Rohingya crowd trying to pass the message of solidarity   
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to Myanmar and the President raised the issue in his speech at the University of 

Yangon as he called for stopping violence against the Muslim Rohingya community in 

the west of the country. 

Working with the Rohingya people themselves, the OIC brought together more 

than 25 separate Rohingya association from around the world in order to unify their 

ranks. Through the efforts of Ihsanoglu, those organizations joined together to form the 

Arakan Rohingya Union (ARU) on the agreed principles of an indivisible Rakhine State 

within the territorial integrity of the Union of Myanmar and seeking peaceful co-

existence, democracy, human rights and federalism. Since that time, the ARU has 

been successful in getting world recognition and has successfully held consultations 

with members of US Congress, US Department of State, and have testified before 

members of Parliament in the United Kingdom and Canada. 

Successive OIC ministerial and summit resolutions on the issue have reiterated 

the need to stop violence, killings, displacement, indecent assaults, demolition of 

houses, property and places of worship and sowing hatred against them. They have 

also called on the Government of Myanmar to restore those people’s legitimate rights, 

especially the right to citizenship. The OIC continues to follow this question assiduously 

and seek to place it on the agenda of key international interlocutors, including the 

United Nations, human rights commissions and the European Union with a view to 

reaching a peaceful and lasting settlement of this issue. 

As a result of Professor Ihsanoglu’s efforts to instil in the organization a 

commitment to the Rohingya, in subsequent years, the OIC was successfully able to 

take the case of the Rohingya to the International Court of Justice in The Hague. 

 

d) Advocating for Women’s Rights  

Prof. Ihsanoglu has been an ardent supporter and advocate of women’s rights, 

especially girl child. He steered the OIC to enhance the capacity of women to play an 

active role in all walks of life in the OIC Member States. He drastically increased the 

representation of women in OIC General Secretariat which otherwise earned the 

reputation of a male exclusive club.  

To this end, he demonstrated his vision and commitment to the cause of women 

empowerment by prompting OIC General Secretariat to formulate first ever OIC Plan 
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of Action for the Advancement of Women (OPAAW) in 2008. It has helped to 

strengthen the normative basis of the process eventually leading to the creation and 

operationalization of Women Development Organization in 2021. 

e) Promoting Rapprochement between Religions  

Ihsanoglu employed his innate diplomatic tactfulness and acquired 

resourcefulness to promote innovative methods to foster human fraternity, dialogue 

and cooperation through building bridges between communities based on mutual 

understanding and respect, to promote inter-civilizational dialogue that built bridges 

which could transcend cultural barriers and create peaceful and harmonious societies. 

Ihsanoglu in his strong commitment and sound belief in intercultural and 

interreligious dialogue initiated on the 10th March of 1998 one of the first major dialogue 

meetings on the highest level in the historical premises of IRCICA (at Yıldız Palace) 

where First Lady Hillary Clinton, The Greek Orthodox Patriarch Bartholomew I; the 

Patriarch of the Armenians in Turkey, Karekin II; The Grand Mufti of Istanbul Mr. 

Selahattin Kaya; Grand Rabbi David Asseo; the Chaldean Archbishop Monsignor Paul 

Karataş; Monsignor Georges Marovitch, General Secretary of the Bishops’ Conference 

in Turkey; Dr. Tayyar Altıkulaç, member of the Turkish Parliament and ex-President of 

Religious Affairs in Turkey; Prof. Mehmet Aydın. 

 

 

The Armenian Patriarch Karekin II; The Greek Orthodox Patriarch Bartholomew 

I, Prof. Ihsanoglu; Mrs. Hillary R. Clinton; Dr. Tayyar Altıkulaç, Grand Mufti 

Selahattin Kaya; Grand Rabbi David Asseo; Prof. Mehmet Aydın 
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i) Meeting with H.H. The Pope Francis  

Ihsanoglu promoted dialogue and communication in order to foster mutual 

respect and understanding. He became the first Secretary General of OIC, 

representing the 57 Member States and over 1.6 billion Muslims, who was welcomed 

by the Pope Francis at Vatican in December 2013.   

Ihsanoglu shared with the pope his vision regarding the need for a “historic 

reconciliation” between Islam and Christianity based on the common Abrahamic roots, 

in order to establish multiculturalism and harmonious societies. 

 

The Pope commended the proposal and stressed the need to follow it up.  

Ihsanoglu proposed an innovative secondary, cultural tract to support interfaith 

dialogue initiatives. 

Ihsanoglu was able to share his vision regarding the need for a historic 

reconciliation between Islam and Christianity based on the common Abrahamic roots 

to support multiculturalism and harmonious societies. Such a rapprochement was 

hailed across communities and became a major achievement that was celebrated in 

the international arena.  

Meeting with H.H. Pope Francis 
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Inspecting Manuscripts 

 

Ihsanoglu regularly promoted positive relations between Islam and Christianity 

by emphasizing that these religions were not hostile to one another or even 

competitors. They borrowed and learned from each other whether in relation to 

scholarship, philosophy, science and inquiry, or medicine, architecture and even 

theology. Both of them belong to the Abrahamic tradition regarding divinity, the vision 

of life and death, and the relationship between man and the universe.  

As for the intellectual and knowledge base of the European personality and 

mentality whose roots go back to the Hellenic heritage, no-one can deny that the 

Islamic civilization was the first to acknowledge this heritage, to study it, to interact with 

it, to digest it, to comment on it, to add to it a multitude of new concepts and discoveries, 

and to correct it where it needed to be corrected. Then Islam disseminated it to the rest 

of the world, mainly to the medieval Europe.  
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ii) Encouraging Intra-faith Dialogue with Al-Azhar  

Prof. Ihsanoglu also had a historic meeting on 28 November at Al-Azhar Al 

Sharif with Grand Imam Sheikh Al-Azhar Dr. Ahmed Taib, who reviewed the efforts of 

Al-Azhar Al-Sharif in the domain of rapprochement among Islamic schools of thought, 

interfaith dialogue, and the role of Al-Azhar Al Sharif in addressing the West with a 

view to correcting the image of Islam and Muslims.  

Welcomed by the Grand Imam Sheikh Al-Azhar Dr. Ahmed Taib 

 

For his part, Prof. Ihsanoglu highlighted his efforts through the OIC at various 

levels regarding rapprochement of schools of thought and addressing the issue of 

Islamophobia at the United Nations, the Human Rights Council in Geneva, or the at 

the bilateral level with numerous Western States, as well as addressing the public 

opinion in the West through non-governmental organizations and think-tanks.  
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Prof. Ihsanoglu established a coordinating mechanism for Al-Azhar Al-Sharif 

and the Organization of the Islamic Conference on these issues. 

Meeting with Grand Imam Sheikh Al-Azhar Dr. Ahmed Taib  
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iii) Meeting with Patriarch  

Another significant meeting is with the Head of Greek Orthodox Church 

Partriarch Bartholomew.   

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Meeting with Partriarch Bartholomew 

  

Ihsanoglu called upon all Christian leaders to work with their governments to 

implement international instruments which seeks to sanction hate, discrimination and 

violation of human rights. He urged western officials to live up to their promise of 

embracing diversity, and stop condoning hate speech and discrimination under the 

guise of freedom of expression.   

Taking into consideration the sad state of affairs, Ihsanoglu called for a historic 

reconciliation between Islam and Christianity as was successfully done between 

Christianity and Judaism 1960’s onwards. It was high time to do the same between 

Islam and Christianity.  

What he proposed was not a theological exercise, but one which aimed to bring 

about an environment of concord, understanding, mutual respect and a sense of living 

together in harmony and peace.  
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CONCLUSION 

 

Prof. Ihsanoglu transformed and guided the Muslim world to a new vision of the 

future and elevated the cause of Muslim minorities around the world. He served as a 

leading international statesman, a courageous diplomat and ardent advocate for 

human fraternity, justice and peace.  So many programs that the OIC initiated under 

his nearly decade long tenure from health to education—humanitarian aid to financial 

assistance, benefitted millions across the world.  

 

From the evidence presented in this biographical overview it has been clearly 

demonstrate that Prof. Ekmeleddin Ihsanoglu has a distinguished track record of 

advancing human fraternity across the world. He managed to have achieved what 

many said was impossible and remained committed to promoting human rights 

globally, helping broker peace and reconciliation, ensuring women’s empowerment 

and sustainable development while remaining positively engaged despite the many 

obstacles in his path. In this regard, Prof. Dr. Ekmeleddin Ihsanoglu deserves to be 

recognized for his long service to Human Fraternity. 

 

 

************************************************ 
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Selected List of Honours and Awards  

• 2015 Peace Award (Ducci Foundation, Roma, Italy), 25 March 2015 

• International Peace Award 2011-2012 by Beirut-based International Human 

Rights Commission’s (IHRC) World Chairman and Ambassador at Large Dr. 

Muhammad Shahid Amin Khan, 23 June 2012 

• “Al-Idrisi Award” by President Raffaele Lombardo in Palermo, Italy, 15 May 

2012 

• Grand Commandeur Medal by the President of the Republic of Gabon, 20 

April 2012 

• Medal "27 June First Class” by Ismail Omar Guelleh, President of the Republic 

of Djibouti, , 5 December 2010 

• Medal "Crescent of Pakistan” by Asif Ali Zardari, President of the Islamic 

Republic of Pakistan, 23 March 2010 

• "State medal” by President of the Arab Republic of Egypt, 10 March 2009 

• "Award of the Panglima Setia Mahkota" by the Malaysian King Yang Di 

Pertuan Agong Tuanku Mizan Zainal Abidin and the title of Tan Sri, 6 June 

2009 

• “Alexandre Koyre Medal” Conferred by The International Academy of the 

History of Science, Paris, December 2008 

• "Building Bridges Award 2007" by the Association of Muslim Social Scientists 

(AMSS) based in UK, April 2008. 

• "South-South Cooperation Award for Innovation" by UNDP, New York, 

December 2007 

• "Polio Eradication Champion" Award by the Rotary International, June 2007 

• ”Commandeur de l’Ordre National du Lion” conferred by the President of the 

Republic of Senegal, 2006 

• "Medal of Glory" conferred by the President of the Republic of Azerbaijan, 

2006 

• "Medal of Glory” conferred by the President of the Republic of the Russian 

Fed. (presented by the President of Tatarstan), 2006 

• "Commandeur de l’Ordre National du Merite” conferred by the President of the 

Republic of Senegal, 2002 

• The World Prize for the Book of the Year, presented by Seyed Mohammad 

Khatami, President of the Islamic Republic of Iran, 2000 

• "Medal of Distinguished State Service” conferred on by the President of the 

Republic of Turkey, March 2000 

• "Independence Medal of the First Order” conferred on by King Hussein Bin 

Tallal of the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan, 1996 

• "Certificate of Honour and Distinction” by the Organisation of the Islamic 

Conference, 1995 

• Medal of "Distinction of the First Order” from the President of Arab Republic of 

Egypt in 1990 
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Selected List of Honorary Doctorates  

• Ain Shams University, 2013 

• Lefke University, 2013 

• Istanbul University, Turkey, 2012 

• Bozok University, Yozgat, 2011 

• Bishkek Humanities University, Kyrgyzstan, 2011 

• International Islamic University Malaysia (Political Science), 2010 

• Bashkir State Pedagogical University, Russia, 2010 

• Islamic University of Technology (IUT), Bangladesh, 2009 

• Islamic University Uganda, 2008 

• Usak University, Turkey, 2008 

• Near East University (TRNC), 2008 

• University of Exeter, UK, 2007 

• Islamic University of Islamabad, 2007 

• University of Padua, Italy, 2006 Galileo Chair 

• Moscow State Institute of International Relations (MGIMO), Moscow, 2006 

• Tatarstan Academy of Science, 2004 

• University of Sarajevo, Bosnia and Herzegovina, 2001 

• University of Sofia, Bulgaria, 2001 

• Academy of Sciences of Azerbaijan, 2000 

• Dowling College, Long Island, New York, U.S.A., 1996 

• Mimar Sinan University, Istanbul, Turkey, 1994 

Selected List of Memberships 

• Board Member of Bibliotheca Alexandrina 

• Member of Nizami Genjavi International Center 

• Board Member of Russia-Islamic World Strategic Vision Group 

• Member of the Academie Europea  

• Member of the Academie Internationale d’Histoire des Sciences, Paris  

• Member of the Academy of Sciences of Tatarstan, Russia  

• Honorary Member of Gesellschaft Der Freunde Islamischer Kunst und Kultur 

e.V., Munchen, Germany  

• Honorary Member of Hungarian Orientalistik Society, Budapest  

• Correspondent Member of Arab Language Academy, Cairo  

 

 


